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cloister.    He too retired to Monte Casino, which thus
boasted :>f two royal recluses.   His wife and
daughter entered the neighbouring convent of
Piombaruola.    Carloman will appear again, somewhat
unexpectedly, on the scene of political life.

The last act in the eventful pontificate of Zacharias
was the njpst pregnant with important results
to Latin Christendom, the transference of the
crown of France from  the Merovingian line  to the
father of Charlemagne, with the sanction, ft Pepin) lcing
has been asserted, under the direct authority, of France-
of the Pope.    To the Church and to Western Europe
it is difficult to estimate all the consequences of the
elevation of the Carlovingian dynasty.

The Pope has been accused of assuming an unwar-
ranted power in virtually, as it were, by his sanction of
Pepin's coronation, absolving the subjects of Childeric
from their allegiance; of want of stern principle in
countenancing the violation of the great law of here-
ditary succession, and the rebellious ambition of the
Mayor of the Palace, who thus degraded his lawful
sovereign and usurped his throne. This is to confound
the laws and usages of different ages. Hereditary suc-
cession among the Teutonic races had not yet attained
that sanctity in which, in later times, it has been in-
vested by supposed religious authority, and by the
rational persuasion of its inestimable advantage. In
theory it was admitted in the Eoman empire; but the
perpetual change of dynasty at Constantinople was not
calculated to confirm the general reverence for its in-
violability. Among the Lombards, as in most of the
Gothic kingdoms, the nobles claimed and constantly
exercised the privilege of throwing off the yoke of an
unworthy prince, and advancing a more warlike or able